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Alberta’s first major provincial historic site, St. Charles Mission, Dunvegan. 


The Province of Alberta has had a colorful 
past filled with events and personal histories of 
interest to local residents and visitors from all parts 
of the world. Only a century ago Alberta was still 
the preserve of the Indian people and a few White 
guests who came among them to trade, to preach 
or to teach. In a few short generations Alberta 
has been settled by peoples. from many lands who 
have developed its natural and mineral resources, 
built their homes, factories and cities, and actively 
endeavored to preserve their cultural heritage. 


Through the years the Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board of Canada, the Provincial 
Government and many local groups and _ private 
individuals have established historic sites and 
erected markers to commemorate and _ interpret 
this past. St. Charles Mission at Dunvegan and 
the Victoria Mission at Pakan exemplify the 
missionary work carried on in the early years. 
Ft. Macleod, a reconstruction of the first head- 
quarters of the North West Mounted Police stands 
as a tribute to the many accomplishments of the 
police on the western prairies. At Rocky Mountain 
House, two stone chimneys stand sentinel over the 
site of an early fur trading post. An interesting 
display has been prepared for visitors to this 
National Historic Site. Early industry is represented 
by a locally developed site in Last Battle Park 
at Lethbridge commemorating the opening of the 


first coal mine in Alberta. Along Alberta’s highways, 
over 75 historic sites markers have been erected to 
inform the traveller of the location of sites and 
events which have played an important role in 
Alberta’s history. 


Under the Alberta Heritage Act of 1970, 
the Provincial Museum and Archives of Alberta 
carries out research and marks Alberta’s historic 
sites while the Department of Lands and Forests 
under the Provincial Parks Act acquires, maintains 
and protects them. Suggestions for commemoration 
or information about sites or buildings of historic 
interest are always welcome. 


The duty to preserve our heritage does not 
rest only with governments or foundations and 
societies established for that express purpose. 
Carelessness and lack of interest have led to the 
destruction of many sites and structures of historical 
importance in the past. Rapid urban growth and 
redevelopment of older areas threaten many more. 
Agencies devoted to historic preservation need the 
support and interest of the citizens of Alberta. 

Historic sites and_ structures provide an 
opportunity for recreation of the mind and reflection 
on the abiding values of our society. They have 
been preserved and developed for the enjoyment 
of thousands of visitors today and many who will 
visit them in future years. 


HISTORIC SITES AND MARKERS IN ALBERTA 


Indians 
1. Plains Buffalo* 
2. Wood Buffalo National Park 
3. Old Woman’s Buffalo Jump 
4, Head Smashed In Buffalo Jump 
5. Indian Stone Pile 
6. Writing-on-Stone 
7. Ribstones 
8. Crowfoot 
9. Red Crow* 
10. Maskepetoon* 
11. Poundmaker 
12. Peace Hills 
13. Last Indian Battle 
14. Treaty No. Six* 
15. Treaty No. Seven* 
16. Treaty No. Eight* 
17. Cree Indians 
18. Blood Indians* 
19. Iroquois Indians* 
The Fur Trade 


Peter Fidler* 

Anthony Henday* 
John Rowand 

David Thompson 

Fort Assiniboine 
Buckingham House 
Fort Chipewyan 

Fort de l’Isle 

Fort Dunvegan 

Forts Edmonton and Augustus 
Fort Fork 

Fort George 

Henry House 

Jasper House 

Lac La Biche Trading Posts* 
McLeod’s Fort 

Methye Portage 

Paint Creek House 
Peigan Post* 

Rocky Mountain House 
Victoria Post 

Fort White Earth 


Missionaries 


Rev. Rundle 
Lac Ste. Anne Mission* 
Rev. Steinhauer 


. The Peacemakers 


McDougall Church 

Morley Church 

Victoria Mission 

Our Lady of Peace Mission 
Old Hermitage 

St. Paul des Cris* 

Rev. George McDougall 
St. Charles Mission 

St. Thomas Mission 


55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 


Rev. J. G. Brick 
Springbank Church 
Victoria Jubilee Home 

St. Joseph Industrial School 
St. Albert Mission 
Lacombe Home 

St. Paul des Metis 


American Posts 


62. 
63. 
64, 
65. 
66. 


Fort Whoop-Up 
Standoff 

Spitzee Post* 

The Leavings* 
Benton-Whoop-Up Trail 


North West Mounted Police 


67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
ales 
Mize 
73. 
Riel 
74. 
Bs 
76. 


ie 
78. 


The 


79. 
80. 
coill. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
wk 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
GE 
98. 
99. 
100. 
101. 


The Trek of 1874* 

Fort Macleod 

Fort Calgary 

Fort Saskatchewan 

Jerry Potts* 

Murder of Constable Graburn 
Murder of Sgt. Wilde* 


Rebellion 


Frog Lake Massacre 
Alberta Field Force 
Fort Normandeau 
Fort Ostell* 

Fort Ethier 


Pioneers 


W. D. Albright 

R. B. Bennett 

Dr. Braithwaite 
Patrick Burns 
“Kootenai” Brown 
Edith Cavell 
Ralph Connor 
“Twelve Foot” Davis 
D. B. Dowling 

L. Garneau 

J. M. Gibbon 

F. W. G. Haultain 
Sheridan Lawrence 
Dr. W. McIntyre 
Mrs. L. C. McKinney 
C. A. Magrath 
Emily Murphy 
Frank Oliver 

Mrs. M. I. Parlby 
S. Stephansson 

H. Stutchbury 

Col. C. Y. Weaver 
Henry Wise Wood 


Historic Events 


102. 
103. 
104. 


The Overlanders 
Massacre Butte 
Tail Creek Settlement* 


105. Duhamel Settlement 

106. Victoria Settlement* 

107. First Coal Mines 

108. Hay Lakes Telegraph 

109. Grizzly Bear Telegraph 

110. Walter House 

111. Territorial Boundary Markers 

112. Rocky Mountain Park* 

113. Arrival of Mormons 

114. Moravian Settlement* 

115. Ukrainian Settlement* 

116. Early Irrigation Projects 

117. John Ware Cabin 

118. Frank Slide* 

119. Barr Colonists* 

120. First Alberta Legislature 

121. Cattle Barons* 

122. First Oil Well 

123. Turner Valley Oilfield* 

124. Leduc Oilfield* 

125. Dry Land Farming* 

126. Mannville Municipal Hospital 

127. Friedenstal Pioneer Memorial 

128. Loyalist Pioneer Memorial 

129. American-Canadian Fliers 
Memorial 

130. Mecca Glen Pioneer Memorial 

131. Eight Flags Memorial 

132. Nose Hill Spring Memorial 

133. Spruce Grove Pioneer Memorial 

134. Government House 

135. Fourth Meridian 

136. Midnight 

137. Palliser Expedition* 

138. Edmonton Hotel 

Transportation 

139. Alaska Highway* 

140. Athabasca Landing 

141. Athabasca River* 

142. Calgary-Edmonton Trail* 

143. Edson-Grande Prairie Trail* 

144. Klondike Trail* 

145. Battleford-Edmonton Trail* 

146. Mackenzie Highway* 

147. North Saskatchewan River* 

148. Red Deer Crossing* 

149. Last of the 5900’s 

150. Calgary-Edmonton Railway* 


“Denotes Highway Marker only. 


Further Reading: 


Historic Sites of Alberta 
by Hugh Dempsey 


Museums in Alberta, 
Museum and Archives 
Notes No. 8 
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Chimney remains at Rocky Mountain House, a Hudson’s Bay Company fur trade post 


now being developed as a national historic site. 


Province OF ALBERTA 


TURWER VALLEY OILFIELD ~ 


Twenty miles west of here is the site of the Dingman 
Discovery oil well which located the first major Bas. 
and oit field in the British Commonweaith. In May, 914, 
it blew in at 2700 feet and the peaceful agricultural 
community was destined never to be the same. Periods of 
boom and bust followed, but improving recovery methods brought 
the Turner Valiey Orifield into full production during World 
War Il when it sent $3,500,000 barrels ot crude ol} to the 
Aitied Armies « 


One of over 75 historic highway markers erected 
by the Provincial Museum and Archives. 


Compiled by: 
John Nicks 


Coal mining machinery on display at the entrance 
to the original shaft of the Galt coal mine in 
Lethbridge’s Battle Park. 
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